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Phase 2 Section 3 Teacher Notes

The study units are designed to be printed on A4 paper and worked on individually by each
student following group discussion. Before embarking on this Phase of the Reading Road, it
is essential that students have demonstrated their knowledge of the sound/symbol
correspondence for ‘s’, ‘a’, ‘p’, ‘t’, ‘m’, ‘d’, ‘1" and ‘n’.

This section introduces the sight word ‘and’. It is a sight word because the student has not
yet encountered consonant combinations and it is not sensible to introduce the process at this
time with a single word.

Flash cards for all the sight words are provided in the Teaching Aids section accessible
through the Main Menu.

Guidelines for use of the study units are as described for the previous section.

Reflections on Word Recognition

Aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn’t rnttaer waht oredr the Itteers in a
wrod are, the olny iprmoetnt tihng is taht the frist and Isat Itteers be in the rghit pclaes. The
rset can be a tatol mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit porbelm. Tihs is bceuase the hmuan
mnid deos not raed ervey leettr by istelf, but the wrod as a wlohe. (Reproduced with
permission from The Humour Factory).

When we hear words we do not listen to the constituent sounds and put them together in our
heads. We hear the word as one entity and recognise it. Similarly, successful readers do not
apply phonics decoding, they know the word by its shape, in particular the upper parts of the
letters.

That 10 virhyr vira find 1t aaoxyr tn raad thic nhraca

ALV 111UVIL 111IVIV ULLLIVULIL LU 1VAau u11d vllv.

To recognise words and remember them students require practice, usually more than that
gained by simply being told the words as they encounter them will provide. Teachers can
increase the amount of practice provided in a number of ways:

The first time the student asks for the word, which should be the first time it appears
on the page, simply tell the student what the word is, without clues. Remember to
praise the student for asking.

The second time it appears, point back to the first word and ask whether the student
remembers the word. If not, say the word. Remember to praise the student for asking.

Repeat this process down the page.

When the student has finished the study unit, take them back to each time the word
appears and ask them to repeat it.

Use the flash cards provided for further practice and assessment.
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